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engaged in a constant struggle with Alfonso I of Aragon, and
at the same time had to face the attempts of her step-sister
to form an independent principality as well as those of Diego
and the Galician nobles to dethrone her in favour of her son.
Fortunately, owing to the divisions among the Moslems, she
was not exposed to attack from the south; but equally it
was impossible to take this golden opportunity of an offensive
against the Moslems.
The death of Urraca in 1126 somewhat reHeved the situ- Alfonso VII
ation, as there was no opposition to the succession of her son ° ast e
Alfonso VII.1 But he had to face the continued hostility of
his stepfather Alfonso of Aragon, and also the particularist
spirit in Galicia and Portugal. Theresa attempted to throw
off his suzerainty, but in a short campaign in 1127 Alfonso
forced her to submit. Then she experienced the fate she had
plotted for her sister. Her son Afonso Henriques claimed the
government for himself, and in 1128 was able to make good
his claim; his mother went into exile and died there two
years later. This in itself was a defiance of Alfonso VII,
Theresa's overlord; but for some years the king of Castile
was too much occupied to be able to enforce his authority
over the young count. However, in 1137, when Afonso
Henriques was hampered by a Moslem invasion, Alfonso led
an expedition against him and forced him to take an oath
of feudal allegiance. In accordance with this he summoned
him to a joint expedition against the Moslems, in which
considerable success was obtained ; Afonso Henriques especi-
ally distinguished himself by crossing the Tagus and winning
a brilliant victory at Ourique in 1139. Inspired by this
success, he once more asserted his independence ; he assumed A*0118?
the royal title and had himself proclaimed as king Afonso 1
of Portugal. Alfonso VII, while he vehemently denounced
this audacity of his vassal, was disinclined to proceed to
action, and was more interested in his campaigns against the
Moslems ; and in 1143, at the intervention of a papal legate,
a definitive peace was made and Afonso's title was recognised
by the king of Castile. Afonso also obtained papal recognitiona
1 He is termed Alfonso VIII by some writers, since Alfonso I of Aragon
claimed to be king Alfonso VII of Castile.
a At first as a duchy.   Alexander III in 1179 was the first Pope to concede
the title of kingdom.
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